
CASTLES IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND: SAMPLE INDEX 

This text originated as a Wikipedia article and it is therefore aimed at the general reader. The 
sample index below has been kept as simple and straightforward as possible, avoiding long and 
detailed entries. Subheadings are used sparingly, generally only where there were strings of 
locators which needed breaking down, and there are very few sub-subheadings.  

Note that there is no one correct way of indexing any text (though there are also of course 
incorrect ways). If you have done something differently, it is not necessarily wrong. 

The following notes explain some specific indexing decisions and discuss possible alternatives. 
Some footnotes have also been added to the index itself to explain specific decisions. 

Coverage 

No entries have been made for the introduction (pages 2–4) is this is a summary of the text and 
everything here is covered more fully later on. However, the introduction provides a useful guide 
to which subject topics are important to include in the index. 

Apart from the introduction, the sample index covers the main text and important additional 
information from the notes on page 77. 

Subject entries 

The metatopic is clearly ‘castles’, and only a simple entry ‘castle, origin of term’ has been made 
there.  

The term ‘architecture’ has also been omitted; although there is a section heading  ‘Architecture’ 
on page 10 there are many references to architecture throughout, not necessarily using that 
term, and it would not be easy to construct a useful entry which brought all these together. 

Some ‘terms of art’ included in this index could easily be dismissed as minor mentions; some 
background knowledge of the subject is helpful here. An example is ‘licences to crenellate’, a 
well-known phrase to students of English castles (note that the inverted form is also included as 
a double entry). ‘Peel towers (pele houses)’ are mentioned only once but are a feature well 
known to students of the period. Note that ringforts (included only as a cross-reference) are not 
the same as ringworks. 

Names of castles 

Many castles are named in the text so these form a large proportion of the index entries. Some 
are mentioned only as examples, and these have been indexed sparingly. If a castle is only 
mentioned once and the reference gives no useful information it has not been indexed. 
However, if there is interesting information it has been included: for instance, Okehampton 
Castle on page 29.  

At the bottom of page 51 and continuing to page 52 there is a  list of some examples of castles 
found to be dilapidated in a survey of 1636. Kendal and Queenborough are not mentioned 
elsewhere so have not been indexed, but the others are all mentioned elsewhere so this locator 
has been added to their entry. 

All illustrated castles have been indexed; therefore Arundel Castle has an entry even though the 
reference on page 52 is quite minor. 



There is a fine line between significant and passing references, and If space was more limited 
some of the castle entries in the sample index could be omitted. 

Castles have been indexed by name. With a few exceptions, names have been standardized as, 
for example, ‘Clavering Castle’, even if the word ‘Castle’ does not appear in the text reference; 
exceptions include Castell Coch and Basing House. If there is any doubt, the names have been 
checked in online reference sources. Usually the castle name is the same as the place where 
they are located, but if they are different they are indexed under the place name, e.g. ‘Exeter, 
Rougemont Castle’.  

As explained in the introductory note, castles in the index are in England unless otherwise 
indicated. The index entries for Ireland, Scotland and Wales cover substantial discussion only,  
references to specific castles being covered by a generic cross-reference ‘see also individual 
castles by name’. This is not ideal, as the reader will not know which castles are included. 
However, expanding the country entries to include every page which mentions a castle in that 
country would make those entries large and unwieldy and much less useful. Making cross-
references to each castle by name would take up a lot of space; also, the text does not always 
indicate that a castle is in Ireland, Scotland or Wales rather than England, and although the 
indexer’s knowledge and some quick online research has identified many of these, it is possible 
that one or two might have been missed. 

No attempt has been made to index counties or other geographical areas, as these are only 
sometimes in the text and to make full index entries would have meant a great deal of extra 
research. 

Personal names 

Most references to historical figures are quite brief and they have been indexed in the form in 
which they appear. Some additional information has been provided to clarify, for example, 
which Earl of Leicester is mentioned on page 43, but no cross-reference has been made from 
his family name, Dudley. Richard de Clare, mentioned on page 22, was in fact the Earl of 
Pembroke, but he has been indexed simply as ‘Clare, Richard de’ as this is how he appears in 
the text. In a more scholarly index such names would be indexed in more detail and cross-
references made between titles and surnames. 

All kings of England and Scotland have been indexed, though some could be omitted if space 
was short, e.g. the brief reference to Henry VI on page 46. 

Some personal names from the medieval period are indexed uninverted, e.g. James of Saint 
George. Appropriate reference sources have been consulted for this: see 
https://www.indexers.org.uk/indexing-proper-names/ 

On page 61 the reference to ‘architects such as Wyatt’ has been considered a passing reference 
and not indexed; also, there were several architects from the Wyatt family at this period, though 
the reference is probably to James Wyatt (1746–1813). 

Names of modern scholars have been indexed – there are not a great many of these – but a 
decision could have been made to omit them all. 

Illustrations 

Illustrations have generally been indexed just by castle name, but subject entries have been 
made if the text reference is on a different page: for example, ‘counter-castles’ entry. 

https://www.indexers.org.uk/indexing-proper-names/


SAMPLE INDEX TO CASTLES IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

 

Notes: Page numbers in italics indicate illustrations. Unless otherwise indicated, named castles are in 

England and kings and queens are of England or Great Britain.  

 

Aberystwyth Castle (Wales)  31 

adulterine castles  19 

Alexander II, King of Scotland  25 

Alexander III, King of Scotland  25 

Ampthill Castle  74 

An Taisce (Ireland)  71 

Anarchy, the  17–19 

Ancient Monuments Protection Act (1882)  66 

archaeological investigations  74, 75 

Ardfinnan Castle  23 

Armitage, Ella  75 

arrowslits  26 

artillery see gunpowder artillery 

Arundel Castle  1, 52 

 

Baggot, King  69 

Bamburgh Castle  39 

Barnard Castle  29 

baronial castles  7, 11, 16–17, 22–23, 29, 40 

Barons’ Wars (13th century)  27 

Basing House  52 

Bass of Inverurie (Scotland)  20, 20 

Battle of Hastings  6 

Bayard’s Cover  47 

Beaumaris Castle (Wales)  31, 33–34, 35, 51, 70 

   restoration  68, 69 

Bedford Castle  27 

Bentham, James  61 

Berkeley Castle  33, 52 

bishops  17 

Blair Castle (Scotland)  57, 59, 64 

Blore, Edward  66 

Bodiam Castle  34, 35, 68, 75 

Bolsover Castle  51, 52 

Bolton Castle  33, 36 

brick castles  40 

Brindle, Stephen  34 

Bristol Castle  28, 32, 39, 52 

Brown, Lancelot “Capability”  59 

Brown, R. Allen  31, 75 

Buckingham, Edward Stafford, 3rd Duke of  43 1 

Builth Castle (Wales)  31 

Bull, Stephen  53 

Burges, William  66 

burhs  5, 6 

Byzantine architecture  15, 33 

   Theodosian Walls of Constantinople  33  

 

 
1 The text has just ‘Duke of Buckingham’ but he can be easily identified by quick online research. 



Cadwgan ap Bleddyn, Prince  21 

Caernarfon Castle (Wales)  31, 32, 33, 51, 68 

   as tourist attraction  60, 70 

Cahir Castle (Ireland)  50 

Cambridge 

   Cambridge Castle  6, 18, 52, 58, 67 

   fen-edge castles around Cambridge  18 

Camden, William  46 

cannons see gunpowder artillery 

Carew Castle (Wales)  52 

Carisbrooke Castle  37–38, 37 

Carlisle Castle  39, 52, 57, 57, 62 

Carrickfergus Castle (Ireland)  22, 49, 62, 62, 67 

Castell Coch (Wales)  65 

Castell y Bere (Wales)  30, 31 

castle, origin of term  5 2 

Castle Drogo  65 

castle-guards  17, 29 

‘Castle War’  18 

Cawdor Castle (Scotland)  64 

Cawood Castle  43, 44 

Charles I, King  52 

Charles II, King  54, 55 

Chepstow Castle (Wales)  10, 11, 55, 59, 68, 69 

Chester  27, 32 

   Chester Castle  39, 62 

civil wars 3 

   Anarchy, the  17–19 

   English Civil War  52–54 

Clare, Richard de  22 4 

Clavering Castle  5 

Clonony Castle (Ireland)  45 

coastal castles and forts  8, 37–38, 47–48, 52, 62, 67 

Colchester Castle  10 

concentric castle design  24, 24 

conservation trends  69–70, 72–73 

Constantinople see Byzantine architecture 

Conwy Castle (Wales)  31, 51, 61, 70 

Corfe Castle  37–38, 53, 55 

Corgaff Castle (Scotland)  57 

Corkbeg Castle (Ireland)  49 

counter-castles  18, 19 5 

Craignethan Castle (Scotland)  47 

Creighton, Oliver  19, 59, 70 

crenellate, licences to  17 

Criccieth Castle (Wales)  30 

Cromwellian period  

   forts and barracks in Scotland  56 

 
2 See notes above on the indexing of the metatopic ‘castles’. 
3 Chronological order of subheadings makes sense here; but alphabetical order would be the same 
anyway. 
4 He was 2nd Earl of Pembroke, so this information could be added here. 
5 The first mention of this term on page 19 is in quotes but later references are not, so quotes are not 
needed in the index. 



   gunpowder artillery  54 

crossbows  26, 27, 27 

Crusades, Third Crusade  26 

cultural aspects see social and cultural aspects 

Cymmer Castle (Wales)  21 

 

Dartmouth Castle  47 

David I, King of Scotland  20 

deer parks and venison consumption  17, 29, 30 

Device Forts (Henrician Castles)  47–48, 49 

Devizes Castle  17 

Dinas Brân Castle (Wales)  30 

Dinas Powys Castle (Wales)  9 

Dover Castle 6 

   Norman period  5, 6, 13, 17 

   13th–14th centuries  24, 24, 27, 38 

   17th century  52, 55–56 

   20th–21st centuries  67, 70 

Dublin Castle (Ireland)  58, 62, 67 

Dudley Castle  40 

Duffy, Christopher  48 

Dumbarton Castle (Scotland)  27, 56 

Dunbar, John  42 

Dunster Castle  59 

Dunyvaig Castle (Scotland)  50 

Durham Castle  69, 70 

 

economy and society 

   Norman period  16–17 

   13th–14th centuries  28–30 

Edinburgh (Scotland) 

   Edinburgh Castle  26, 27, 56, 67 

      gunpowder artillery  36, 38 

      Half Moon battery  49 

      as tourist attraction  63–64, 64, 70 

   Holyrood Great Tower  40 

   see also Lauriston Castle 

Edward I, King  25, 27, 28, 29, 31–33 

Edward III, King  34 

Elizabeth I, Queen  43 

Emery, Anthony  36 

English Civil War  52–54 

English Heritage  35, 71, 71, 73 

Essex, James  61 

Ewyas Harold Castle  5 

Exeter, Rougemont Castle  6 

 

film industry  69, 70 

Flint Castle (Wales)  31 

Floors Castle (Scotland)  66 

Folkestone Castle  8, 10 

follies  59 

food supplies, royal castles  28, 29 

 
6 In this and other similar entries subheadings are in chronological order. 



Forest of Dean  16, 26 

forests  16, 29, 30 

forts 

   Device Forts (Henrician Castles)  47–48, 49 

   shift from castles to forts  48–49 

France 

   French court etiquette  55 

   influence of French castle architecture  24, 35, 40, 42, 47, 66 

   invasion threat, 16th century  47 

   raids on English Channel ports, 14th century  37–38 

 

Galloway, castles  20 

gardens see parks and gardens 

garderobes  29 

gatehouses  6, 24, 30, 33, 39 

Gilpin, William  60–61, 60 

glass windows  29, 33 

gloriettes  30 

Glorious Revolution (1688)  55–56 

Gloucester 

   Gloucester Castle  9, 39, 58 

   Norman defences  9 

Goodrich 

   Goodrich Castle  33, 52, 53, 61, 69 

      keep  13, 14 

      as tourist attraction  63, 64 

   Goodrich Court  65 

Gothic Revivalism  66 7 

governmental use of castles 

   18th century  57–58 

   19th century  62–63 

Groby Castle  59 

guidebooks for tourists  59, 64 

gunpowder artillery 

   13th–14th centuries  36–38 

   15th–16th centuries  45–46, 47–50 

   17th century  52–54 

 

Hallaton Castle  7 

Harewood Castle  59 

Harlech Castle (Wales)  31, 70 

Hastings, Battle of  6 

Hastings Castle  6 

Hearst, William Randolph  67–68 

Hedingham Castle  14 

Hen Domen (Wales)  13 

Henderskelfe Castle  59 

Henry II, King  15, 19, 22 

Henry III, King  27, 33 

Henry VI, King  46 

Henry VIII, King  47 

   Henrician Castles see Device Forts 

Hereford Castle  5 

 
7 A more usual term is ‘Gothic Revival’ but the usage of the text has been followed here. 



heritage industry  72 

Higham, Robert  70 

historiography  74–76 

Hornby Castle  68 

Howard, John  58, 63 

Hull, Lise  20–21 

hunting  16, 17, 29 

   see also deer parks 

Huscroft, Robert  16 

 

interior decoration  28, 29, 33 

Ireland 

   12th century  21–23 

   13th–14th centuries  25 

   15th–16th centuries  44, 45, 46, 49–50 

   17th century  52, 54, 56 

   18th century  57, 58, 60 

   19th century  62, 65, 66 

   20th–21st centuries  67, 68, 70, 71 

   see also individual castles by name 8 

 

Jacobite risings  57 

jails see prisons and jails 9 

James II, King of Scotland  37 

James IV, King of Scotland  42, 46 

James V, King of Scotland  42 

James VI, King of Scotland (James I of England)  51 

James of Saint George  32 10 

John, King  27 

John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster  34 

Johnson, Matthew  43 

Jones, George  66 

 

keeps 11 

   circular keeps  24, 77Note 4 

   shell keeps  15, 15 

   square keeps  10, 13–15, 14, 24, 77Note 4 

   terminology  77Note 3 

   tower keeps  40 

   Welsh castles, 13th–14th centuries  30 

Kenilworth Castle  27, 34, 42, 43, 59, 72 

   Scott’s novel Kenilworth  64 

King, D. J. Cathcart  24, 75 

Kingswear Castle  47 

Knaresborough Castle  16 

 

Landmark Trust  71 

 
8 See the notes above for the use of this ‘’generic’ cross-reference. 
9 A cross-reference could also be made from the alternative spelling ‘gaols’, though this is not used in the 
text. 
10 A forename with epithet follows a forename with a regnal number: see Module C, Figure C5. James of St 
George is indexed uninverted; see notes above. 
11 Double entries could be made for the specific types of keep. 



landscape 12 

   castles in historic landscapes  70, 76 

   designed landscapes, 13th century  29–30 

   picturesque ruins, 18th century  59–61 

   see also parks and gardens 

Launceston Castle  15, 29 

Lauriston Castle (Scotland)  66 

Leeds Castle  30, 39, 70, 70 

legislation, to protect castles  66, 68 

Leicester, Robert Dudley, Earl of  43 13 

Leland, John  40, 74 

licences to crenellate  17 14 

Liddiard, Robert  10, 53, 76 

Limerick (Ireland), King John’s Castle  56, 56 

Lincoln Castle  6, 27, 51–52 

Linlithgow Castle (Scotland)  41, 42 

Lismore Castle (Ireland)  22, 23 

Llywelyn the Great  31 

London 

   Baynard’s Castle site  75 

   Norman defences  9 

   see also Tower of London 15 

Lowenthal, David  72 

 

machicolations  26 

Mandeville, Geoffrey de  18 16 

Marches see Welsh borders (Welsh Marches) 

Matilda, Empress  17–19 

Maynooth Castle (Ireland)  49 

mining, in sieges  17, 25–26, 28 

moats  34, 35, 69 

Mons Meg  36 

Moor End Castle  39 

Morris, Richard  31–32 

Morris, William  66 

mortars  53–54, 53 

motte and bailey castles  7, 10–12, 18, 19, 24, 75 

   Ireland  22 

   Scotland  20, 20 

   Wales  10 

 

Napoleonic Wars  57, 62 

National Trust  71 

National Trust for Scotland  71 

Newburgh, William of  16 

Newcastle upon Tyne, castle  39, 58 

Nine Years’ War  50 

Normans 

   invasion period  5–12 

 
12 The subheadings are needed here as the references are to very different aspects of landscape. 
13 The text has just ‘Earl of Leicester’ but he can be easily identified by quick online research. 
14 A ‘term of art’ which should be indexed uninverted, though a double entry has also been made. 
15 A separate entry has been made for the Tower of London to avoid a further level of indent here. 
16 He was Earl of Essex, so this information could be added here. 



   12th century  13–23 

Northampton Castle  28 

Norway  20, 27 

Norwich Castle  6, 14, 58, 63 

Nottingham Castle  6, 39, 52 

 

Occupied Royal Palaces Estate  71 

Okehampton Castle  29 

Oliver Castle (Ireland)  66 

Orford Castle  14–15 

Oxford Castle  52, 58 

   counter-castles  19 

 

palace-fortresses, 13th–14th centuries  33–36, 54–55 

palaces, Renaissance  40–43 

Palladian style  52, 55, 56, 59 

parks and gardens  17, 29–30, 59–60, 72 17 

Peel towers (pele houses)  45 18 

Pendennis Castle  53 

Penrhyn Castle (Wales)  65, 65 

Perpendicular style  34 

Pevensey Castle  6, 8, 67 

Peveril Castle  16 

Pickering Castle  16, 18 

Picton Castle (Wales)  72 

picturesque ruins see ruined castles 

Pitreavie Castle (Scotland)  67 

Playfair, William  66 

Pontefract Castle  38, 54 

Portchester Castle  8, 38, 57 

portcullises  24, 30, 33 

prisons and jails, in castles  28, 39, 58, 63 

   for prisoners of war  52, 57 

privacy (public and private space)  33, 40, 43 

 

quarrel manufacture  26 

 

Raby Castle  36 

Raglan Castle (Wales)  40, 41 

railways, and tourism  63–64 

ráths  21 

Ravenscraig Castle (Scotland)  47, 48 

Ravensworth Castle  30 

Reid, Stuart  45 

Renaissance palaces  40–43 

replica castles, 19th century  65, 65 

Restoration (1660)  54–56 

restoration projects, 19th–21st centuries  66, 68–70, 71 

Restormel Castle  15, 15, 16 

Rhuddlan Castle (Wales)  31 

 
17 These rather disparate references have been collected together here with a see cross-reference from 
‘gardens’. There is also a more specific entry, ‘deer parks’, but all the locators there are double-entered 
here. 
18 Quite a minor mention, but a well-known building type which is worth indexing. 



Richard I, King  26 

Richard II, King  36 

Richard’s Castle  5 

ringforts see ráths 

ringwork castles  8, 10, 11–12, 19, 22 19 

Rochester Castle  27, 52 

Rockingham Castle  16, 39 

Roman period  6, 8, 10, 33, 74 20 

Romanesque style  10, 11 

Rothesay Castle (Scotland)  27, 66 

Roxburgh Castle (Scotland)  27, 37 

royal castles (England) 

   Norman period  6, 11, 16 

   13th–14th centuries 

      Edward I’s castles in Wales  31–33 

      palace-fortresses  33–36 

      as storehouses and jails  28 

   15th–16th centuries  39 

royal castles (Scotland)  20–21, 25, 42 

ruined castles, fashionable in 18th century and later  58, 59–61, 60, 63, 69 21 

 

St Briavels Castle  16, 26, 58, 63 

St Donat’s Castle (Wales)  67–68 

St Mawes Castle  49 

Salisbury, bishops of  17 

Salvin, Anthony  66 

Sandal Castle  17 

Scarborough Castle  13 

Scotland 

   12th century  20–21 

   13th–14th centuries  25, 27–28, 29, 36, 38 

   15th–16th centuries  42, 43, 44–46, 47, 49, 50 

   17th century  52, 54, 56 

   18th–19th centuries  57, 59–60, 63–65, 64, 66 

   20th century  71 

   see also Scottish Borders; individual castles by name 

Scots Baronial style  66 

Scott, Sir Walter  64–65 

Scottish Borders  36, 39, 46, 57 

Second World War  67 

sheriffs  32 

   shrieval castles  16, 28 

siege artillery see gunpowder artillery 

siege engines  17, 25–26, 27–28 22 

   trebuchets  25, 26, 37 

sieges 

   12th century, the Anarchy  17–18, 19 

   13th–14th centuries  25–26, 27–28, 38 

 
19 Note that ringforts and ringworks are not the same thing. 
20 This entry could be omitted; the references are quite minor and the one on page 10 is implicit (a 
reference to Venta Silurum, the Roman town on the site of modern Caerwent). 
21 The qualifier is necessary here as there are other references to ruined castles. 
22 A useful ‘catch-all’ term for the period before gunpowder: see the article on siege engines in Wikipedia. 



   15th–16th centuries, Scotland and Ireland  37, 49–50 23 

   17th century, Wars of the Three Kingdoms  53–54, 56 

   18th century, last castle siege in British Isles  57 

Skipton Castle  52 

slighting  25–26, 54, 55 

social and cultural aspects 24 

   15th–16th centuries  43 

      see also palace-fortresses 

   18th century  59–61 

   19th century  63–66 

   20th–21st centuries  67–69 

   see also economy and society; status symbols; symbolic elements in castle architecture; tourist 

attractions 

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings  66 

Southampton Castle  28, 38, 51, 52 

space, public and private see privacy 25 

status symbols, castles as  46, 76 

Stephen, King  17–19 

Stirling Castle (Scotland)  27, 28, 42, 54, 56, 57 

   as tourist attraction  59–60 

symbolic elements in castle architecture  15, 30, 33, 46, 77Note 4 

 

Tantallon Castle (Scotland)  65 

Tattershall Castle  40, 68 

Third Crusade  26 

Thompson, Alexander  75 

Thornbury Castle  43 

Thurley, Simon  54–55 

timber castles see wooden (timber) castles 

Torigny, Robert of  19 

tourist attractions, castles as  59–60, 63–65, 70, 72, 72 

tower houses  25, 44–46, 45, 56 

Tower of London 

   Norman period, White Tower  10 

   13th–14th centuries  24, 26, 28, 28, 36, 38 

   19th century  62, 63, 64 

   20th–21st centuries  67, 70, 71, 72 

towns and cities 

   castles associated with  6, 31 

   see also burhs 

trebuchets  25, 26, 37 

Trim Castle (Ireland)  21, 22 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites  69, 70 

urban castles see towns and cities 

 

venison see deer parks 

Victoria County History of England  75  

Victorian period  63–66, 74 

 
23 The qualifiers in these subheadings could be omitted. 
24 A useful heading to pull together various sections in the text; cross-references lead to more specific 
topics. 
25 The concept of ‘public and private space’ is one that features a lot in modern castle studies, but the 
term is only used on page 43, so the more general term ‘privacy’ has been made the preferred term.  



Viollet-le-Duc, Eugène  66 

 

Wales 

   Norman period  7, 10 

   12th century  21 

   13th–14th centuries  24, 30, 31–33 

   15th–16th centuries  39 

   17th century  51 

   18th–19th centuries  60, 63 

   see also Welsh borders (Welsh Marches); individual castles by name 

Wallingford Castle  6, 18, 54 

Wardour Castle  40, 58, 59 

Warkworth Castle  35, 36, 40 

Wars of the Roses  40 

Wars of the Three Kingdoms, 17th century  51–54 

Warwick Castle  6, 63, 72 

weapons see crossbows; gunpowder artillery; siege engines 

Welsh borders (Welsh Marches)  7, 8, 24, 29, 38, 63 26 

Wessex  5 

Wigmore Castle  71, 73 

William, Duke of Normandy (William the Conqueror)  6 

Winchester Castle  16, 28, 33, 52 

windows, glass  29, 33 

Windsor Castle 

   Norman period  9, 15 

   13th–14th centuries  27, 33, 34 

   15th–16th centuries  39 

   17th century  52, 55 

   18th–19th centuries  59, 66 

   20th–21st centuries  67, 71, 72 

wooden (timber) castles, Norman and earlier  5, 10, 13, 15, 20, 21 

Worcester Castle  58 

World Heritage Sites  69, 70 

 

York 

   Old Baile  39 

   York Castle  6, 39, 39, 51–52, 55, 63 

 

 
26 The text has references to Marches, Welsh Marches and Welsh Borders, all basically the same thing. 


