
Aspects of British Postal History: a possible index 
 
This index is quite ‘minimalist’, aiming to get as much useful information as possible into a 
short space.  
 
Place names, apart from London, have been omitted; many appear in lists or are just cited 
as examples. But there could be an argument for including some. All personal and business 
names have been included (though not names of cats). Some, especially some of the 
business names, could safely be omitted.  
 
Indexes do not usually have footnotes, but they have been included here to explain some 
indexing decisions. 

 
airmail boxes  20 

airports  21 

animals  23–6 

   horses  1–2, 3, 25–6 1 

‘Anonymous’ pillar boxes  19 

Auden, W H  10 

 

‘bag tenders’  10 

Besant, John  2 

bicycles  5–6, 7 

Britten, Benjamin  10 

Burstow, Edward  5 

business posting boxes  20–1 

Butt, John, and Company  17 2 

 

cats  23–4 

clothing  13–16 

coaching see mail coach service 

coaching inns  2, 3, 25 

Cowper, A E  18 

cycling  5–6, 7 

 

Dicker, John  12 

dogs  24–5 

donkeys  26 

 

Ellis, Edward  9 

exchange apparatus  11–12 

 
1 Double entry rather than cross-reference to 

‘horses’, as it takes up no more space and is easier 

for the index user. No need for subheadings for 

other animals as the references are all within the 

span given here. 
2 Or ‘John Butt and Company’. At the date 

concerned, though, John Butt is likely to be the 

individual running the company, and would more 

probably be looked for under his surname. 

first class mail  11 

First World War  7, 10 3 

franked mail  20–1 

 

Gammans, L D  23 

Gibbs, Tony  20 

good conduct stripes  14, 15 

guards, on mail coaches  2, 3, 4 4 

 

Handyside, firm of  19 

Hill, Rowland  9, 17 

horses  1–2, 3, 25–6 

 

Karstadt, Frederick  9 

Karstadt, George  9 5 

 

letter boxes  17–22 

letter carriers, uniforms  13, 14 

lioness attack (1816)  3 

Lloyd, H S  25 

London 

   mail coach service  1, 2, 4, 25 

   official cats  23, 24 

   pillar boxes  17–18, 20    

   post office uniforms  13, 14 

London Distribution Centre  11 

    

mail coach service  1–4, 9, 25 

Mellersh, Henry  9 

Money Order Office, cats  23 
 

3 Note that the reference on 7 is implicit – the 

term ‘First World War’ is not actually used there. 
4 No need to include 13 here – the information 

there about the uniforms of mail coach guards is 

also given on 2. 
5 Could be ‘Karstadt, Frederick and George’ to 

save a line. 



mopeds  8 

motorcycles  6–8 

 

National Standard pillar box  19 

Night Mail (film)  10 

Night Mail trains  9–10 

Nobbs, Moses  2 

 

Palmer, John  1 

parcels  5, 10 

Pashley, W R  6   

Penfold pillar box  19 

pillar boxes  17–22 

Pitt, William, the younger  1 6 

Poppleton, T C  25 

post-boys  1 

Post Office Headquarters, official cats  24 

 

Railnet project  11 

railways 

   and mail coach service  3–4 

   Travelling Post Offices (TPOs)  9–12 

Ramsay, John  11 

 

Second World War  10 

Simpson, Fawcett and Co.  25 

Smith and Hawkes, firm of  18 

sorting, in Travelling Post Offices  9–12 

Special Mails  10 

stamp vending machines  20 

 

telegraph service and telegram delivery  

5, 6, 7, 14 7 

TPOs see Travelling Post Offices 8 

trains see railways  

Travelling Post Offices (TPOs)  9–12 

tricycles  5, 7 

Trollope, Anthony  17 

 

uniforms  13–16  9 

 

 
6 Easily identified online from the dates given. 
7 No need for a separate ‘telegrams’ entry as it 

would be adjacent. 
8 As the target entry is only separated by one 

entry, this cross-reference could be omitted. 
9 No entries have been made here for elements of 

uniforms, such as buttons, but there could be an 

argument for adding some more here. 

Vaudin, John  17 

Vidler, John  2 

 

women, uniforms for postwomen  14, 15, 

16 

world wars  7, 10 




